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May 22, 1993

Dear C~ssion:

DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAL q 3-LJ~T
R·'-~C !V~~cEJVED

'.: ~'.' 27 199"'·27 1993

FCCMAll~~~

The attached are twenty responses fran my heal th class at Edroonds-Woodway
High school in E'.dm:Jnds, Washington. The class is carposed of sophanores,
junior, and seniors. Many of the students could be labeled "at-risk." For
our friday's seminar discussion. We wrote and discussed about the enclosed
article that was fotmd in one of our local papers. It appears that many feel
that it is up to the parents to control the TIl that their kids watch. The
cOlmterargunent would be that they do not so sanething else must be done.
We hope these reactions assist you in naking a good decision on this issue.

Sincerely,

fM4¥
Kelly Hayes
Science/Health Teacher
Edroonds-Woodway High School
23200 looth Avenue West
Edroonds, Washington 98020



Knight Ridder Newspapers
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that claimed reruns of "T
Jetsons" and "The Flintstone!
were educational. It is also co
sidering stricter guidelines.
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rb vi01ence on kids TV~
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"I1Ie previous
administration's

FCC wouldn't
.ntoreethe
(children's

televfslonJ bill,
butours will.'

Cli~.a.dviserCarol Aasco

childl'ell are routinely presented
with stereotypes about women;
minorities, the poor and elderly
and skewed values about sex,
dru~s and alcohol.

'This is not something our
parents were up against. They
Just had Ward and June fighting
about what to do about the
Beaver. This isn't quite the same
when there's murder and nude
scenes all the time," say's Karen
Zink-Brown, a CatonsVIlle, Md.,
mother of three who is part of a
grass-roots movement, Campaign
for Kids TV, which plans to
"adopt" local stations to monitor
children's programming.

The main course on children's
TV menu today is likely to be a
show like "Teenage Mutant Ninja
Turtles," a cartoon that features
so many karate kicks and other
violence that many parents react
as La Atwater of Catonsville, Md.,
does when her 4-year-old daugh
ter asks to watch. "I just cringe."

One consequence of all that
violence, researcher' George
Gerbner argues, is what he terms

l~,

onal
I'ogr.....lng slips

11 hnl. Average hours
15 min. per week of

children's
edUcational

~rag:~
and CBS

the "mean-world syndrome" that
leaves children frij(htened, vul
nerable and deluded.

Violence saturates children's
television programming far more
than the prime-time shows adults
watch, says Gerbner, dean emeri
tus of the ADnenberg School of
Communication at the University
of Pennsylvania.

Gerbnec and a research team
have been tracking television vio
lence since 1967, counting every
time someone hurts or Kills or
threatens to do so, on televisica
shows. The latest count, as of
November 1991; 32 acts of vio
lence per hour dUring children's
programming on network televi
sion, compared to four violent
acts during prime time.

Industry defenders say the his
tory of popular entertainment is
full of violence from fairy tales to
Shakespeare. Gerbner responds
that the "tragic symbolic vio
lence" of "ffamlet" has been
swamped by "happy violence.
Happy violence shows no pain or
tragic consequences."

Equally disturbing criticism
eome from studies that suggest
that television's portrayals of -sex
and drugs give children the
wrong messages.

"For every message on televi
sion that says, 'Just say no,' there
are six that say: 'Can't sleep, take
a drug. Want to lose weight, take
a drug. Feeling a little down, take
a dru~ or have a beer or a glass of
wine," says child psychologist
John Condry of Cornell Universi
ty, who studied drug messages on
television for a yet-to-be-released
study.

As for sex, another reselVCher
t

--------

THE SEAmE TIMES .ttl·

E.J. Roberts observed, it's "treat
ed as a prelude to or context for
violence or is viewed as an aspect
of life to be treated with nervous
laughter."

But Condry argues that televi
sion's worst fault is simply the
time children spend in front of it.
Of the approximately 112 hours
most people are awake each
week, he estimates, American
children spend about one third of
them - 40 hours - watching
television or playing video games
on it.

"Regardless of what they
watch, children who are heavy
viewers tend to read less, play
less, be more obese," says Condry
in a scat~ indictment of televi
sion published in the current
issue of Daedalus, the journal of
the American Academy of Arts
and Sciences.

"We may tinker with content,
make certain that better programs
are made available to children,"
Condry says, "but the more im
portant need is to discourage
children from using television as
a source for information about
the world."

"I think we've abandoned our
children," he says. "We've left it
to our children to figure out what
sense to make of television, and
unfortunately, that's the one thing
our children cannot do."

Fo,. more information about the
adopt-a.TV-station campaign,
conract the Cente,. fo,. Media
Education, P.O. Box 33039,
Wubington, D.C. 20033-80390,.
caH 301-270-3379.

Concerned about what's
on television lor kids? About
how many hours of education
al and informational program
ming - and what kind of
shows - stations broadcast?

You can send your com
ments and ideas to the Feder
a� Communications Commis
sion, which is trting to answer
those questions as it consid
ers tougher rules for children's
television. The FCC will accept
contributions until June 7.
Write to:

ChIldren's television
MM Docket No. 93-48
secretary
FCC
Room 222
,.,. M Street NW,
Washington, D.C.
2OS54
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